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«From the darkness to the Light»
(1Pt 2, 9)

July 13- 16, 2023

LITURGICAL
CELEBRATIONS




THURSDAY July 13, 2023

EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATION
VOTIVE MASS OF THE HOLY SPIRIT scheme C

COLLECT

O God, who sanctify your universal Church in every people and nation, pour out, we
pray, the gifts of your Spirit across the face of the earth, so that your divine grace,
which was at work when the Gospel was first proclaimed, may now spread through
the hearts of those who believe in you. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son,
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and
ever.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING

A reading from the book of the Prophet Ezekiel (Ez 37:1-14)

The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he led me out in the spirit of the Lord

and set me in the center of the plain, which was now filled with bones. He made me
walk among the bones in every direction so that | saw how many they were on the
surface of the plain. How dry they were!

He asked me: Son of man, can these bones come to life? | answered, “Lord God,
you alone know that.” Then he said to me: Prophesy over these bones, and say to
them: Dry bones, hear the word of the Lord! Thus says the Lord God to these
bones: See! | will bring spirit into you, that you may come to life. | will put sinews
upon you, make flesh grow over you, cover you with skin, and put spirit in you so
that you may come to life and know that | am the Lord.

I, Ezekiel, prophesied as | had been told, and even as | was prophesying | heard a
noise; it was a rattling as the bones came together, bone joining bone. | saw the
sinews and the flesh come upon them, and the skin cover them, but there was no
spirit in them. Then the Lord said to me: Prophesy to the spirit, prophesy, son of
man, and say to the spirit: Thus says the Lord God: From the four winds come, O
spirit, and breathe into these slain that they may come to life. | prophesied as he told
me, and the spirit came into them; they came alive and stood upright, a vast army.
Then he said to me: Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel.

They have been saying, “Our bones are dried up, our hope is lost, and we are cut
off.” Therefore, prophesy and say to them: Thus says the Lord God: O my people, |
will open your graves and have you rise from them, and bring you back to the land
of Israel. Then you shall know that | am the Lord, when | open your graves and have
you rise from them, O my people! | will put my spirit in you that you may live, and |
will settle you upon your land; thus you shall know that | am the Lord. | have
promised, and | will do it, says the Lord.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



RESPONSIORIAL PSALM (Ps 103)
R. Lord, send out your Spirit, and renew the face of the earth.

Bless the Lord, O my soul!

O Lord, my God, you are great indeed!
How manifold are your works, O Lord!
the earth is full of your creatures. R.

If you take away their breath, they perish

and return to their dust.

When you send forth your spirit, they are created,
and you renew the face of the earth. R.

May the glory of the Lord endure forever;
may the Lord be glad in his works!
Pleasing to him be my theme;

| will be glad in the Lord. R.

Alleluia, alleluia. (Mk 1:15)

The Kingdom of God is at hand:
repent and believe in the Gospel.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL

+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew (Mt 10:7-15)

Jesus said to his Apostles:

"As you go, make this proclamation: 'The Kingdom of heaven is at hand.' Cure the
sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers, drive out demons.

Without cost you have received; without cost you are to give. Do not take gold or
silver or copper for your belts; no sack for the journey, or a second tunic, or sandals,
or walking stick. The laborer deserves his keep.

Whatever town or village you enter, look for a worthy person in it, and stay there
until you leave.

As you enter a house, wish it peace. If the house is worthy, let your peace come
upon it; if not, let your peace return to you. Whoever will not receive you or listen to
your words, go outside that house or town and shake the dust from your feet.
Amen, | say to you, it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah on
the day of judgment than for that town."

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.



PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

May the fire of the Spirit, O Lord, sanctify the sacrificial gifts offered in your sight,
just as it enkindled the hearts of the disciples of your Son. Who lives and reigns for
ever and ever.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
May these gifts we have consumed benefit us, O Lord, that we may always be

aflame with the same Spirit whom you wondrously poured out on your Apostles.
Through Christ our Lord.



FRIDAY July 14, 2023

EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATION
MASS FOR GIVING THANKS TO GOD scheme B

COLLECT

O God, the Father of every gift, we confess that all we have and are comes down
from you; teach us to recognize the effects of your boundless care and to love you
with a sincere heart and with all our strength. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your
Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever
and ever.

LITURGY OF THE WORD

FIRST READING

A reading from the Book of Deuteronomy (Dt 8:2-3, 14b-16a)
Moses said to the people:
"Remember how for forty years now the Lord, your God, has directed all your
journeying in the desert, so as to test you by affliction and find out whether or not it
was your intention to keep his commandments.
He therefore let you be afflicted with hunger, and then fed you with manna, a food
unknown to you and your fathers, in order to show you that not by bread alone does
one live, but by every word that comes forth from the mouth of the Lord.
"Do not forget the Lord, your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, that
place of slavery; who guided you through the vast and terrible desert with its saraph
serpents and scorpions, its parched and waterless ground; who brought forth water
for you from the flinty rock and fed you in the desert with manna, a food unknown to
your fathers."

The Word of the Lord.

Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 130)
R. In you, Lord, | have found my peace.

O Lord, my heart is not proud,

nor are my eyes haughty;

| busy not myself with great things,
nor with things too sublime for me. R.

Nay rather, | have stilled and quieted
my soul like a weaned child.

Like a weaned child on its mother's lap,
so is my soul within me. R.



O Israel, hope in the Lord,
both now and forever. R.

Alleluia, alleluia. (2 Cor 8:9)

Jesus Christ became poor although he was rich,
so that by his poverty you might become rich.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL

+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew (Mt 6:24-34)
Jesus said to his disciples: “No one can serve two masters. He will either hate one
and love the other, or be devoted to one and despise the other. You cannot serve
God and mammon.
“Therefore | tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or drink, or about
your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food and the body more than
clothing?
Look at the birds in the sky; they do not sow or reap, they gather nothing into barns,
yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are not you more important than they? Can
any of you by worrying add a single moment to your life-span?
Why are you anxious about clothes? Learn from the way the wild flowers grow.
They do not work or spin. But | tell you that not even Solomon in all his splendor
was clothed like one of them. If God so clothes the grass of the field, which grows
today and is thrown into the oven tomorrow, will he not much more provide for you,
O you of little faith? So do not worry and say, ‘What are we to eat?’ or ‘What are we
to drink?’ or ‘What are we to wear?’ All these things the pagans seek. Your heavenly
Father knows that you need them all.
But seek first the Kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be
given you besides. Do not worry about tomorrow; tomorrow will take care of itself.
Sufficient for a day is its own evil.”
The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

For the gifts you have bestowed, O Lord, we offer you the sacrifice of praise, humbly
begging that what you have conferred upon us in our unworthiness we may give
back, to the glory of your name. Through Christ our Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
O God, who have given to us as spiritual food the saving Sacrament of your Son,

which we have offered you in thanksgiving, grant that, being strengthened by gifts of
courage and joy, we may serve you more devotedly and be worthy of still further
blessings. Through Christ our Lord.



SATURDAY July 15, 2023

EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATION
MASS OF OUR LADY QUEEN OF APOSTLES
(Readings from the theme of the Festival of Life)

COLLECT

O God, who gave the Holy Spirit to your Apostles as they joined in prayer with Mary,
the Mother of Jesus, grant through her intercession we may faithfully serve your
majesty and extend, by word and example, the glory of your name. Through our
Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING

A reading from the First Letter of Saint Peter apostle (7 Pt 2:4-10)

Beloved:

Come to him, a living stone, rejected by human beings but chosen and precious in
the sight of God, and, like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house
to be a holy priesthood to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus
Christ. For it says in Scripture: Behold, | am laying a stone in Zion, a cornerstone,
chosen and precious, and whoever believes in it shall not be put to shame.
Therefore, its value is for you who have faith, but for those without faith: The stone
that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone, and A stone that will make
people stumble, and a rock that will make them fall.

They stumble by disobeying the word, as is their destiny.

You are "a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people of his own, so
that you may announce the praises" of him who called you out of darkness into his
wonderful light.

Once you were no people but now you are God’s people; you had not received
mercy but now you have received mercy.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIORAL PSALM (Ps 138)

R. Darkness is not dark for you.

O Lord, you have probed me and you know me;
you know when | sit and when | stand;

you understand my thoughts from afar.

My journeys and my rest you scrutinize,

with all my ways you are familiar. R.



Even before a word is on my tongue,
behold, o Lord, you know the whole of it.
Behind me and before, you hem me in
and rest your hand upon me.

Such knowledge is too wonderful for me;
too lofty for me to attain. R.

Where can | go from your spirit?

From your presence where can | flee?

If I go up to the heavens, you are there;

if | sink to the nether world, you are present there. R.

If | take the wings of the dawn,

if | settle at the farthest limits of the sea,
Even there your hand shall guide me,
and your right hand hold me fast. R.

If | say, “Surely the darkness shall hide me,
and night shall be my light’—

For you darkness itself is not dark,

and night shines as the day;

Darkness and light are but one. R.

Alleluia, alleluia.

Happy are you, holy Virgin Mary,

from you rose the sun of justice, Christ the Lord;
whoever follows Him will have the light of life.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL

+ A reading from the holy Gospel according to Lukas (Lk 7:39-56)

Mary set out and traveled to the hill country in haste to a town of Judah, where she
entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. When Elizabeth heard
Mary's greeting, the infant leaped in her womb, and Elizabeth, filled with the Holy
Spirit, cried out in a loud voice and said, "Most blessed are you among women,
and blessed is the fruit of your womb. And how does this happen to me, that the
mother of my Lord should come to me? For at the moment the sound of your
greeting reached my ears, the infant in my womb leaped for joy. Blessed are you
who believed that what was spoken to you by the Lord would be fulfilled."

And Mary said:

"My soul proclaims the greatness of the Lord;

my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,

for he has looked with favor on his lowly servant.

From this day all generations will call me blessed:

the Almighty has done great things for me,

and holy is his Name.



He has mercy on those who fear him

in every generation.

He has shown the strength of his arm,

he has scattered the proud in their conceit.

He has cast down the mighty from their thrones,
and has lifted up the lowly.

He has filled the hungry with good things,

and the rich he has sent away empty.

He has come to the help of his servant Israel
for he has remembered his promise of mercy,
the promise he made to our fathers,

to Abraham and his children for ever."

Mary remained with her about three months and then returned to her home.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

By your favor, O Lord, and through the intercession of Blessed Mary ever-Virgin,
may our offering obtain for your Church this grace, that she may grow in the number
of the faithful and be ever radiant with an abundance of virtues Through Christ our
Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Having partaken, O Lord, of these helps to our salvation in our commemoration of
the Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of Apostles, we humbly beseech you, that,
persevering in your will and in service of the human family, your people may draw
ever closer to salvation. Through Christ our Lord.



SUNDAY July 16, 2023

EUCHARISTIC CELEBRATION
XV SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME - Year A

COLLECT

Increase in us, O Father, with the power of your Spirit, an openness to welcome the
seeds of your word, which continue to sow the furrows of humanity, in order that it
might bear fruit in works of justice and peace, and reveal to the world the blessed
hope of your kingdom. Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and
reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.

LITURGY OF THE WORD
FIRST READING

A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah (/s 55:10-117)
Thus says the Lord:

Just as from the heavens

the rain and snow come down

and do not return there

till they have watered the earth,
making it fertile and fruitful,

giving seed to the one who sows
and bread to the one who eats,

so shall my word be

that goes forth from my mouth;

my word shall not return to me void,
but shall do my will,

achieving the end for which | sent it.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM (Ps 64)
R. The seed that falls on good ground will yield a fruitful harvest.

You have visited the land and watered it;
greatly have you enriched it.

God's watercourses are filled;

you have prepared the grain. R.



Thus have you prepared the land: drenching its furrows,
breaking up its clods,

Softening it with showers,

blessing its yield. R.

You have crowned the year with your bounty,
and your paths overflow with a rich harvest;
The untilled meadows overflow with it,

and rejoicing clothes the hills. R.

The fields are garmented with flocks
and the valleys blanketed with grain.
They shout and sing for joy. R.

SECOND READING

A reading from the Letter of Saint Paul to the Romans (Rom 8:18-23)

Brothers and sisters:

| consider that the sufferings of this present time are as nothing compared with the
glory to be revealed for us. For creation awaits with eager expectation the revelation
of the children of God; for creation was made subject to futility, not of its own accord
but because of the one who subjected it, in hope that creation itself would be set
free from slavery to corruption and share in the glorious freedom of the children of
God.

We know that all creation is groaning in labor pains even until now; and not only
that, but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, we also groan within
ourselves as we wait for adoption, the redemption of our bodies.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Alleluia, alleluia. (Cf. Mt 13, 19.23)

The seed is the word of God, Christ is the sower.
All who come to him will have life forever.
Alleluia.

GOSPEL

+A reading from the holy Gospel according to Matthew (Mt 13:1-23)

On that day, Jesus went out of the house and sat down by the sea. Such large
crowds gathered around him that he got into a boat and sat down, and the whole
crowd stood along the shore.

And he spoke to them at length in parables, saying: "A sower went out to sow. And
as he sowed, some seed fell on the path, and birds came and ate it up. Some fell on
rocky ground, where it had little soil. It sprang up at once because the soil was not



deep, and when the sun rose it was scorched, and it withered for lack of roots.
Some seed fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked it. But some seed
fell on rich soil, and produced fruit, a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold. Whoever has ears
ought to hear." The disciples approached him and said, "Why do you speak to them
in parables?" He said to them in reply, "Because knowledge of the mysteries of the
kingdom of heaven has been granted to you, but to them it has not been granted.
To anyone who has, more will be given and he will grow rich; from anyone who has
not, even what he has will be taken away. This is why | speak to them in parables,
because they look but do not see and hear but do not listen or understand.

Isaiah's prophecy is fulfilled in them, which says:

You shall indeed hear but not understand,

you shall indeed look but never see.

Gross is the heart of this people,

they will hardly hear with their ears,

they have closed their eyes,

lest they see with their eyes

and hear with their ears

and understand with their hearts and be converted,

and | heal them.

"But blessed are your eyes, because they see, and your ears, because they hear.
Amen, | say to you, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you
see but did not see it, and to hear what you hear but did not hear it.

"Hear then the parable of the sower. The seed sown on the path is the one

who hears the word of the kingdom without understanding it, and the evil one comes
and steals away what was sown in his heart. The seed sown on rocky ground is the
one who hears the word and receives it at once with joy. But he has no root and
lasts only for a time. When some tribulation or persecution comes because of the
word, he immediately falls away.

The seed sown among thorns is the one who hears the word, but then worldly
anxiety and the lure of riches choke the word and it bears no fruit.

But the seed sown on rich soil is the one who hears the word and understands it,
who indeed bears fruit and yields a hundred or sixty or thirtyfold."

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

PRAYER OVER THE OFFERINGS

Look upon the offerings of the Church, O Lord, as she makes her prayer to you, and
grant that, when consumed by those who believe, they may bring ever greater
holiness. Through Christ our Lord.

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Having consumed these gifts, we pray, O Lord, that, by our participation in this
mystery, its saving effects upon us may grow. Through Christ our Lord.



